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Cliffside Buddhist Sculptures of the Northern Dynasties Discovered
in Central Sichuan for the First Time
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Abstract: Apart from a few Buddhist sculptures of the Southern and Northern Dynasties found
along the ancient “Golden Ox Road” (a route to entre Sichuan from the north) in the Guangyuan to
Mianyang section, no earlier grottoes or sculptures were discovered in other parts of Sichuan and
Chongqing. Nevertheless, in the recently discovered caves 19 and 20 at Kunfosi (Sleeping Buddha
Monastery), Lezhi county in central Sichuan province, the characteristics of Buddha’s kasaya and
bodhisattva’s jewelled necklaces date these caves to the Northern Zhou dynasty. A group of smaller
caves next to cave 19 was carved from the Sui dynasty to the Zhenguan period of Tang dynasty. This
discovery has proved the existence of cliffside Buddhist sculptures during the Northern Dynasties in
Sichuan - the place of origin of religious Daoism. The hilly area where these caves have been found
was neither close to the political and cultural centre of Chengdu nor located nearby traffic routes.
These Buddhist sculptures are the earliest physical examples about the spread of Buddhism in
Sichuan’s rural areas.
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