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Searching for the Textual Transmission of
the Gaoseng Zhuan in the Sui,
Tang and Five Dynasties

Ding Yuan( p.85)

The Japanese hand-eopied manuscript of the Gaoseng zhuan is so
different in contents from those editions of the received canons that it
can safely be regarded as another textual tradition of the work. With
regard to the transmission history of the work and its textual traditions
some scholar is of the opinion that the changes started in the beginning
of the Song dynasty, which is quite different from my view that the
hand-copied manuscript tradition of the work began with the revision of
Huijiao, its author. Based on the quotations of the work made by
Yichu, Kehong, Huilin, Zhisheng, Daoshi, Daoxuan and Fei
Zhangfang, this paper argues that the edition used by Fei Zhangfang,
Daoxuan and Daoshi belongs to the canonical version of the work,
while Zhisheng and Huilin saw its manuscript version, which is to say
that both versions existed in the Tang dynasty. But Yichu and Kehong
in the Five Dynasties only saw the canonical version. The reason why
the hand-copied manuscript version disappeared in China by the end of
the Tang may have something to do with the Persecution of Buddhism
took place in the Huichang period. The current study reemphasizes my
previous view on the matter and hopefully contributes to further studies

on the question of who exactly made changes to the Gaoseng zhuan.



