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Cave Space and Ritual Program: The Meditation Courses Reviewed
through Caves 30-32 in the East Tuyoq Grottoes

Xia Lidong

ABSTRACT: The thesis reviews the complete course for abstract meditation in the chambered-
cave in the east Tuyuq Grottoes, Xinjiang Province by the Buddha statues arrangement by theme
and the spatial structure with three chambers numbered 30, 31, 32, which vary in design and
function but have the shared internal logic. In detail, Cave 30 serves as the Buddha Hall with
3-D clay Buddha sculptures and the large-sized muraled standing-figures for people to pay
homage to and go into meditation. Cave 32 has the Meditation hall for the monks into the
courses of abstract contemplation and the rooms for the Chan masters into the internal
state of tranquility apart from all external sensations. Cave 31 faces the crossing visual-
center where the main and the secondary passages meet, which makes sense space where all
the Buddha witness the worshippers! practicing all the way. The three chambers, separated
but united, form the completely perfect intercourse mixing the construction with religion
physically and mentally &om outside to inside.

KEYWORDS: Tuyuq Grottoes; cave space; iconographic program; the deeds course for
abstract meditation

Imperial Power and Sacred Buddhism Combined: with Two Models of
the Qing-Court Hanging-Screen Niche Enshrined with Painted Clay-
Molded Buddha and Emperor Statue

Zhang Yajing

ABSTRACT: lhe Palace Museum houses a type of Qing-court antiqgue named the Hanging-
Screen Niche Enshrined with Painted Clay-Molded Buddha and Emperor Statues as
documented, whose Buddha statues are of molded tsa tsa inlaid in the wood square grid with
glass door outside. This style of hanging-screen niche with silk ground and painted pattern is
of the Qing creation including various designs in feature, but in this thesis is presented the
design that has Emperor Qianlong &ZP% enshrined as Buddha in the central niche in two
models: one has 95 Buddhas, the other has 107 Buddhas altogether. The analysis involves
the content of the two models of Buddhist hanging-screen niches and other related issues
on their production and meaning as well.

KEYWORDS: the Qing court; the hanging-screen niche enshrined with painted clay-
molded Buddha and Emperor statue; tsatsa; Emperor Qianlong &Z[% ; Buddhism
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