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The Research on “the Unrevealed Scriptures”

in the Category of Lingbao Canon

Sun Qi

Abstract: The question of the succession of the “Old Scriptures” and
“New Scriptures” contained in the Dunhuang version of “Lingbao Jingmu”
(P. 2861+ 2256) has been a topic of heated discussion in the research of early
Taoism in recent years. However, in previous studies, scholars mainly
focused on the 32 volumes of the early Lingbao scriptures recorded in this
catalogue that was marked “revealed”. The other 15 volumes scriptures
marked “unrevealed” has been ignored in previous discussions. The general
consensus is that “revealed” Lingbao scriptures had been completed and
circulated when Lu Xiujing wrote this catalogue; while “unrevealed” scriptures
refer to the late Lingbao scriptures that came out one after another between Lu
Xiujing and the Wushang Biyao in the Northern Zhou Dynasty. This basic
assumption is not conclusive. Based on the analysis of Lu Xiujing’s cataloguing
principles and the contents of this batch of “Unrevealed Scriptures”, this
article proposes that the “Unrevealed Scriptures” had been completed in Lu
Xiujing’s time, and they are most likely to have been widely spread at that
time. However, they were subjectively judged by Lu Xiujing as “apocrypha”.
Incorporating “ Unrevealed Scriptures” into the study of the early Lingbao
scriptures may help us rethink the discussion about the sequence of the
Lingbao scriptures.

Keywords: Early Lingbao Scriptures; Old Scriptures; New Scriptures;

Unrevealed Scriptures; Taoist Bibliography
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