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Preface to the Daojiao yishi congshu

In his comprehensive Introduction Lii Pengzhi has carefully explained the aims
and methods of the present series, pointing out in particular that it picks up
where Wang Chiu-kuei’s magnificent Zhongguo chuantong keyi ben huibian
left off, with the same rigorous standards of historical and ethnographical
description of each altar (tan), its rituals and its ritual paraphernalia. As with
Wang’s series, every book will be the result of extensive fieldwork, and
descriptions will be based on direct observation supported by the films that
make it possible to observe the same ritual multiple times and make precise
inquiries of the priest about the meaning of specific features of his ritual
activity. If there is anything that will distinguish this series with respect to its
predecessor and model, it is the more extensive descriptions of rituals and the
critical editions of major ritual texts.

Is there really a need for yet more such descriptions? Clearly, we think so.
Daoism, like China itself, is a giant puzzle, in which each local piece is at once
typical and distinctive. Only if we have a good sense of the infinite variety can
we hope one day to speak seriously of what is typical. Such is the theoretical
justification for this series, but there is also a practical one: together with our
collaborators, we have discovered veritable treasure troves of Daoist
manuscripts, particularly in western Jiangxi, where the earliest manuscript
found dates to Kangxi 36 (1695) and the manuscripts of a single altar can
number in the hundreds.

One other unique feature of this series will be the inclusion of the entire
range of dao (Daoist), fa (exorcist), and ski (Buddhist) rites. As I tried to show
in “Questions of Vocabulary or How Shall We Talk About Chinese Religion?”",
this triad of ritual specialists must be thought of as a single system, involving
rituals of salvation for the living and for the dead, and rituals classified as

“civil” (wen) and “military” (wu). Put in its simplest form, the “civil” rituals

Daojiao yu minjian zongjiao yanjiu lunji EHIREM ZHH RRE, ed. Lai Chi Tim REHR
(Hong Kong: Xuefeng wenhua, 1999), pp. 165-181.




are done for the dead by Shijiao priests or Daoists, while the “military” rites
are done for the living by exorcist “masters” (shigong). The “military”
traditions, which Edward Davis has shown to go back to the Song,2 are well
represented in the present series: in Lii Pengzhi’s Introductory listing, books
(G), (J), (K), and (M) all treat of the Liishan tradition, in Fujian, Taiwan, and
Guangdong; book (B), on Hunan, also belongs to this group but cannot be
classified as Liishan. But “Buddhist” traditions are also well represented, in
books (D) (Fujian shijiao), (C) and (E) (Jiangxi Pu’an), and (K) (Pu’an
exorcism).” These Pu’an traditions entail a complete breakdown of the simple
system outlined above, because the Pu’an priests do “all of the above”: jiao
and exorcisms for the living, and zhai for the dead. Their lifestyles and
transmission modalities are identical to those of the more familiar Auoju daoshi,
and in Taining (Fujian), they have even been incorporated in the county Daoist
Association. To complicate matters further, three books will treat of “minority”
Daoism: (J) (the Liishan tradition of the She in eastern Fujian) and (L) and (N)
(the Yao of Hunan). Finally, a single book (O) ventures into North China
(Hebei).

Clearly, once all these local traditions will have been thoroughly
described, we will be in a far better position to re-think our classifications of
“Buddhist”, “Daoist” and “exorcist”.

As the planned table of contents suggests, the scale of this series is

Edward Davis, Society and the Supernatural in Song China (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press,
2001).

For early introductions to this tradition, see Ye Mingsheng % #14, “Min xibei Pu’an Qingwei deng
pai diaocha B 08 3b-E- A& 7 #4035 IR 3R & in Min xibei de minsu zongjiao yu shehui P #3b# RAs-7
#$E4€, ed. Yang Yanjie # 3 & (Hong Kong: International Hakka Studies Association, Overseas
Chinese Archives, Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient, 2000), pp. 384-451, and my own “Popular
Ritual Specialists in West Central Fujian,” in Shehui, minzu yu wenhua zhanyan guoji yantao hui
lunwen ji & ~ Rkt AL RIE B FR#R 3 €3 L% (Taipei: Hanxue yanjiu zhongxin, 2001), pp.
435-507. Since then, this field owes its development above all to Tam Wai Lun *£{#44: see his
“Yishi fojiao de yanjiu: Guangdong de ‘Namolao’ yu Jiangxi de ‘xianghuahe’ #& X #h3% 895 %&——
Jk Rey Tedeitl | S22 69 THIA] | in Fojiao chuantong yu dangdai wenhua ¥ &4 %
KA, eds Fang Litian % X and Xue Yu % & (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2006), pp. 307-328,
“Yinsu Pu’an (1115-1169) chanshi de yanjiu zhi chutan ¥ % & &A% 65 (1115-1169 ) #95F £ X 474K "
in Minjian fojiao yanjiu R #h## %, ed. Tam Wai Lun (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2007), pp.
215-254, “Exorcism and the Pu’an Buddhist Ritual Specialists in Rural China,” in Exorcism in
Religious Daoism: A Berlin Symposium, ed. Florian Reiter (Wiesbaden, Germany: Harrassowitzerlag,
2011), pp. 137-150, and the edited book Minjian fojiao yanjiu.
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massive even in its initial stage. Insofar as it is and will be the result of the
joint efforts of the authors and the editorial board, I wish to thank them here
for their support and participation. I wish also to thank president Beng-Jau Gau,
general manager Dau-Peng Gau, and editor Zeng Siau-Ying of Shin Wen Feng
Print Co., abbot Lee Yiu-fai, Yu Kwan-hing, director of the religious affairs
department, chief executive officer Doris P. S. Sin, and religious affairs
coordinator Chan Kwan of Sik Sik Yuen (Wong Tai Sin Temple), Prof. David
Faure, director of CUHK-SYSU Centre for Historical Anthropology, and Prof.
Tam Wai Lun, chairman of the Department of Cultural and Religious Studies,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong—all of whom have helped make this
project possible.

Finally, although Lii Pengzhi has graciously accorded my name a place
next to his as editor of this series, it will be immediately obvious that mine is
an honorary position, as /ao gianbei, and that all the work is his. The only
credit I can claim is that, knowing Lii Pengzhi’s mastery of the early Daoist
ritual tradition® and his and his wife Chang Hong’s extraordinary textual skills,
I have urged him for some time to undertake the huge task of editing these
mountains of manuscripts and the related descriptions. I am most grateful to
him for not only taking up the challenge but also undertaking the writing and

editorial work of the first volume.

John Lagerwey
Hong Kong, 29 June 2014

See his Tanggian daojiao yishi shigang /& FT 84 XL # (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2008).
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Edward Davis, Society and the Supernatural in Song China (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2001).
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Abstract

The Lingying Tang (Hall of Numinous Response) of the Juezhen Guan (Temple of
Awakening to Perfection) is a Daoist altar founded in the 1920s in Shanghang county,
western Fujian province. Although it has a history of less than one hundred years, the
Lingying Tang inherited the ritual traditions of two older Daoist altars, respectively
specializing in Zhengyi (Orthodox Unity) liturgies whose specialists are called
“Daoist priests” (daoshi) and exorcist rituals whose specialists are called “ritual
masters” (fashi). Soon after its foundation, it became one of the most prestigious
Daoist altars in northern Shanghang and the southern part of the neighboring county
of Changting. The members of the altar are all householder priests who can perform
more than ten kinds of rituals. This book mainly examines the exorcist tradition as
seen at the Lingying Tang, but it also discusses some aspects related to the rituals of
the Zhengyi tradition. It is divided into two parts. The first part, presenting a series of
case studies, has three sections. The first section introduces the cultural and religious
background of western Fujian, reconstructs the development of Daoist religion in the
region, and gives an overview of the Lingying Tang altar. The second section presents
a comprehensive description and systematic analysis of the rituals and pantheon of
the ritual master tradition as seen at the Lingying Tang. The last section, again
focusing on the same altar, explores the relationship between ritual traditions and
local society and examines the significance of the Daoist exorcist tradition to local
society and culture. The second part is an anthology of ritual texts of the Lingying
Tang, most of which are manuscripts; and also provides photos taken during the

author’s fieldwork.
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Preface

This book is a marvellous example of global cooperation in the humanities. Before
coming to France, Wu Nengchang had received excellent training in historical
anthropology under Liu Yonghua at Xiamen University. In France, thanks to his
excellent French and eagerness to learn, Nengchang produced a thesis that received
highest honors from a jury composed of Brigitte Baptandier, Alain Arrault, Vincent
Goossaert, and myself. It was my privilege to be Nengchang’s thesis advisor, but for
much of his stay in France, [ was in Hong Kong, and it is with the other scholars that
he worked. All of us were proud when, on his return to China, Nengchang was invited
to teach at Fudan, and we are equally proud now to see his revised thesis on Daoism
in Shanghang County published in Lii Pengzhi’s series for in-depth studies that

combine historical and ethnographic research.

After a wide-ranging literary review in an introductory chapter, Nengchang
describes the complete panoply of western Fujian ritual specialists in Chapter 1: in the
twelfth  century already the cult of a  “master-sorcerer”  called
Huang-the-master-immortal was known for his “talismanic method” to exorcise
monsters. The contemporary representatives of this are called sang, a term that in some
historical texts refers to mediums (wu). Daoists (daoshi) represent another type of
ritual, usually possess a “thunder altar” and are attached to Daoist abbeys that would

seem to be fictitious.

The main object of the study, the Daoist Dingling, while distinguishing his
“orthodox” tradition from that of “heterodox” mediums, uses the same word wu to
designate both traditions. At the same time, he claims to be affiliated with the
Heavenly Masters and a school associated with the Queen Mother (Wangmu), Lord
Lao (Laojun), and the Ladies (Furen) - traditions whose rites are described
respectively as “civil” and “military”. Nengchang also mentions “Buddhist monks” in
the prefecture of Tingzhou who, already in the seventeenth century, were, like the
Daoists, married. But the most interesting is what he says of a certain Monk Jingu
(1491-1555) who, after studying at Yinnashan in Meizhou, founded in 1549 a

Buddhist temple on the most important sacred mountain of Shanghang, Zijin, and his
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successors are said in 1563 to have installed Xuantian shangdi, Wang Lingguan and

Ma Lingguan there.

In Chapter 2 Nengchang recounts in detail his interviews with all fifteen Daoist
altars in Shanghang and vicinity. He discovered that most practice both Daoist rites and
sang rites, but the practice of sang rites tends to go farther back in time than that of the
Longhushan-related Daoist rites. He also describes the complex ritual writing of the
talismanic character for sang. Sang rites are further divided into those associated with
Laojun and those with Furen (the Ladies); in only the latter does the priest cross-dress
as a woman. While sang rites are indeed referred to locally as “spirit-mediumism” (wu),
they are orthodox “eastern wu”, while spirit-medium practices are heterodox “western
wu”. A whole series of facts lead Nengchang to the hypothesis that the Shanghang sang
tradition derives from—or is in any case closely related to—that of the eastern

Ganzhou counties of Shicheng and Ningdu.

In Chapter 3 we learn the stories of the Lingyingtang established about a century
ago after the return of its founder from Longhushan, as well as the dramatic life story
of Dingling: the funeral rite secretly celebrated for his father in 1959; his decision to
burn his statues during the Cultural Revolution; his switch to puppet theater to earn a
living; the restoration of Daoism in 1986 and the ensuing reconstruction of the
tradition. All this is fascinating and precious, as are Dingling’s own notes on the
scholar Ren Jiyu’s book on Daoist history. I was particularly interested to see the

Daoism of Orthodox Unity described as “Confucian Daoism”.

The fourth chapter is an excellent description of sang rituals. Once again, there
are many fascinating details: the name of the ritual, called “to make happiness”
(zuofu); the list of invited deities; the invitation of Toutuo, a Buddhist deity typical of
Daoism in the region (e.g, Longyan); the role of Laojun, Nezha and Wangmu, as well
as the straw man with “sharp teeth (who) will be used to eat lean meat”; the “contract
children” of the Three Ladies; the symbolic transformation of the “confinement vase”
in Mt. Yangjiao into the Cave of Peach Flowers; the grains of rice that represent the
souls of the child to be protected; the characters used for giving orders in the rite of
“spinning the bamboo”; the conversion of the sick person into the emperor Renzong;
the “disgusting” rite that Dingling refuses to do, reminiscent of the Huizhou gandiao,

where there is also a demon who wears a paper mask with a long tongue hanging out.
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As it is the classic image of the hanged man and the “drowned man’s retrieval” is
treated immediately afterwards, I suspect the mask represents those most feared of
ghosts, together with that of a woman who dies in childbirth, namely the ghosts of
those who die by drowning or suicide by hanging. The role of Wutaishan, with its

summit “terrace leading to heaven” suggests links to Jianyang ritual traditions.

Chapter 5 offers a detailed study of the pantheon used in sang rites as seen in a
liturgical painting of the Republican era. Again, this painting reminds me of Jianyang,
where 1 first met a tradition centered on Huiji Jingang, flanked by Longshu and
Zhenwu. Nengchang asks the right question: is it Buddhist? Daoist? It is, he says,
from the Yoga School (Yujia), and he quotes an incantation used by the brother of a
friend of Hong Mai where the narrator addresses Longshu while doing the mudra of
Zhenwu. Nengchang also notes that Nezha is a part of this tradition, as he is of those
of Longyan, Ninghua, and Taiwan. He then discusses Zhao Hou, who also plays a
role in the rites of Meishan tiger hunters. But the most interesting is the tale of the
woman who commits suicide after being forced by the “rites of the South” to undress.
As Nengchang says, “Similar legends are very popular in eastern and western Fujian,
where the tradition of ritual masters has been very much alive.” Usually the master’s
magic turns out to have been used unwittingly on his own daughter who, thus
dishonored, commits suicide, leading her father to vow never again to use his magic
powers. Next we learn that Chen Jinggu’s brother was a follower of the Yujia method,
and that he went to Linshui to exorcise the spirit of a snake that demanded each year
the sacrifice of a boy and a girl. Here Nengchang quotes an astonishing passage from
the Yijianzhi that shows the intimate - and therefore ancient - connection between

Zhengyi masters and these “military” practices:

Located in Guixi of Xinzhou Prefecture, the Dragon and Tiger Mountain is where
the Heavenly Masters of the Zhang family transmitted the Daoist registers of
Orthodox Unity for generations. Yet behind this mountain are the wuzhu AR who

practice the immoral techniques ZBfl7 called Southern Rites.

Then come the Wuchang and their “Yin soldiers” who ally with the “soldiers of
the register who live in the practitioner’s body”. Finally, there is Zhao Gongming,
ancient deity linked to epidemics who becomes general in the office of thunder of Lu

Shizhong and then Zhengyi protector god under the Yuan.
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Chapter 6 treats principally of earth gods and Gongwang. Both are territorial gods,
with the Gongwang usually guarding larger areas. Nengchang quotes a local saying to
the effect that “counties have the city god, townships the Gongwang.” Sets of 14
liturgical paintings hung up for jiao Offerings include, at the lowest level,
representations of these gods depicted as former humans, often martial exorcists who
eat meat. It is Daoists who perform these rites under the aegis of the Thunder Bureau.
Earth gods belong to the underworld and keep registers of the dead. The chengsha

rite is done for them in order “repair the energies of the soil”.

Shanghang’s most important gods, the Three Immortal Masters, are the subject of
Chapter 7. Late Song texts refer to them as wu. A stele dated 1915 claims the elder
Huang was an early Song ritual master who saved the concubine of Renzong from
death in childbirth. Renzong gave him a title, and the Masters went on to long careers
as chief local rainmakers and healers. This climaxed with a new title in 1885 to thank
them (for their help in repelling the Taiping rebels). Oral tales, however, make the
Masters out to be dependent on the Three Ladies for their ritual power. Before 1949,
they were worshiped during an annual festival in which they exorcised Shanghang of
a mosquito demon. Nengchang collected nine local texts concerning the Masters.
They show them being gradually incorporated into Daoism and receiving their title
and charge in the Thunder Bureau from the Jade Emperor. Locally, the sang see them
as their patriarchal masters, the gentry as gods recognized by the state, and civil
tradition Daoists as integrated into a cosmos presided over by the Venerable Worthy

of Primordial Commencement.

Chapter 8 focuses on the role of goddesses in the traditions of the ritual masters
of South China. Starting with Tang dynasty texts which show female mediums doing
exorcisms that contain all the elements of Song-era “summoning and interrogating”
rites, Nengchang suggests they were in fact ritual masters. In one case, the female
exorcist is described as the daughter of the Queen Mother, and Nengchang goes on to
show that, contrary to the conclusions of earlier researchers, she is none other than
the Queen Mother of the West, and has a wide presence in exorcistic rituals
throughout South China. An early Qing text describes what it calls a wu ascending a
sword ladder and says it is a ritual of a Queen Mother school found not only where he
observed it, in Hunan, but “among all ethnic groups of the South.” Like the Fachang

ritual in northern Taiwan, these traditions as found in Jiangxi, Fujian, Hunan, and
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fashi and daoshi. As practiced today in Shanghang County, the traditions of the sang

i

Guizhou are all closely associated with both the Queen Mother and Laojun, and
involve the exorcists dressing to represent the Queen Mother seducing and then
capturing evil spirits. In Guizhou, she is called “Queen Mother of the Three Caves of
the Peach Source. In western Hunan nuo theater, the altar is called the Three Caves of
the Peach Source. Among some Yao groups, when a man is ordained as a Daoist, his
wife likewise receives a ritual name, divine soldiers, and a Queen Mother-related
office; among the She of southern Zhejiang, she becomes the Queen Mother. In
Jianyang, women who die a violent death are converted ritually into queen mothers.
The link with the Peach Source Caves is of particular interest, not only because of the
famous story of Tao Yuanming but also because, according to the work of Jacques
Lemoine, all Yao go to these caves when they die, and at the foot of Wuyishan,
situated right after “nine bends” in the river, there is a Daoist abbey called Peach

Blossom.

In the final chapter, Nengchang examines the long history of “confinement” rites.
While the oldest, aimed at enclosing evil spirits in “earth prisons”, go back two
millennia, the use of “confinement vases” to hide the souls of vulnerable people go
back to the Song-era Orthodox Rites of the Heart of Heaven. In the story of Chen
Jinggu, the rite served to protect her own son, born prematurely so she could go
rescue her brother. In the Shanghang sang version it is used above all to hide the
foster children of Chen Jinggu from evil spirits. The Lingying-tang had a list begun
in 1982 of 135 boys and 1 girl from some hundred families who had thus become
adoptive children of the Three Ladies. Once performed, the rite had to be “warmed

up” annually or every few years until the child turned 16.

In concluding remarks, Mr. Wu reflects on the multivalent and therefore
ambiguous meaning of the word wu and notes that this term is not perceived as a
“negative label” by the exorcists of western Fujian. He recalls that these masters are
in any case referred to orally by a word in dialect pronounced sang that can be
written using an invented character accompanied by secret oral formulae. While sang
may also study to become Daoists who do communal Jiao and funeral rituals, as sang
they belong to a distinct tradition. Their rites are military, those of the Daoists civil,

corresponding to the difference Kristofer Schipper first observed in Taiwan between

incorporate both pre-Daoist and Tantric Buddhist elements but have an integral part
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of Daoism. Extremely popular in South China since the Song Dynasty, the sang have

been active masters of exorcism and therapy.

We are most fortunate to have now this superb study of the sang in the Hakka

county of Shanghang in western Fujian.

John Lagerwey

Emeritus professor of Daoism and the History of Chinese Religion at the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris

Research professor at the Centre for China Studies, Chinese University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong, 21 October 2019
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